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      October 1st, 2019
A Great Start to the New Year 
We have had a terrific September.  Highlights of 
the month include an incredible Beach Day 
fieldtrip for the whole school; a well-attended 
meet the staff Corn Roast; a Terry Fox Run that 
raised $1.00 for every member of our staff and 
students; and on the 30th, our Orange Shirt Day 
Reconciliation Assembly.  Several classes also 
did fieldtrips to round out a really great opening 
month of school.  Thanks to all the parents who 
supported these events by volunteering their 
time and talents.   
 
Welcome to New Staff Members 
We are very pleased to welcome Mr. Dallas 
Mould to our staff.  Mr. Mould will be teaching 
two days a week at the grade 5/6/7 level as 
both Mr. Paré and Ms. Smith have one day off a 
week.   
It is also our pleasure to welcome Mrs. Barrow 
to Grindrod.  Mrs. Barrow will be working in the 
LRT position three days a week, complimenting 
the work of our current LRT, Mrs. Lyons, who 
works two days a week.   
We also extend a warm welcome to Mrs. 
Dayringer to our staff.  Mrs. Dayringer will be 
our area counsellor as Mrs. Rasmuson has 
been assigned to other schools.   
We have a new Speech and language 
pathologist at Grindrod.  Mrs. Barnard has also 
joined us at Grindrod.   
We all feel very fortunate to have these 
passionate educators joining our team! 
 
First Profession Development Day 
Friday, October 25th is the date of our next 
professional development day.  Although 
students do not attend school on this day, 
teachers will be involved in a wide range of 
workshops, designed to deepen and enrich 
their work with students.  This is a provincial 
wide professional development day. 
 

 

Photo Day 
Our school photo day is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 9th.  This is the day 
individual photos are taken!  We invite pre-
school students to come to the school to have 
pictures done as well, if they are interested.  
More information will come out from the 
photographers, Mountains West Studios, prior 
to the photo day. 
 
PAC Update 
Our next PAC meeting will be on Wednesday, 
October 16th starting at 2:10 in the library.  All 
parents are invited to attend.  Your feedback 
and support helps us to make our school a 
great place for children. 
 
The PAC food committee will be hosting a hot 
lunch on October 10th.  More information will 
come home soon. 
 
Introducing our 2019-2020 PAC Executive 
President: Christine Barbour  
Vice-president: Amanda Ball 
Treasurer: Tonya Lifton 
Secretary: Jessica Stocker 
Hot Lunch Coordinator:Valerie Townsend  
One to One Reading: Sarah Maier and  
     Chantal Frehlich  
Fundraising Coordinator: Christine Barbour 
DPAC/Board Rep: Sandy Thon 
 
The staff would like to thank all of our 
PAC volunteers for their significant effort 
on behalf of Grindrod Elementary School! 
 
Early Kindergarten/French Immersion and 
Outdoor Learning Registration Opens Early 
This year, families can register for the above 
programs beginning on October 8th.  
Information can now be acquired through our 
school office by asking our secretary, Dorry 
Tessel. 
  



School Fees and Forms Reminder 
School activity and supply fees are due this 
week. Thanks to those who have already paid 
their fees.  If these fees present a hardship for 
your family, please contact Mr. Abbott directly 
to discuss options.   
We thank those parents who have completed 
their school forms on Parent Connect. This is a 
huge help to staff.  If you are having difficulties 
completing these online forms, please contact 
Mrs. Tessel at our school office for assistance.   
 
Check Out our Website 
Our website is a great place to keep current on 
many aspects of school life at Grindrod 
Elementary.  Our code of conduct, school goals 
and newsletters can be found, as well as, 
current blogs on past and upcoming events.  
We also work hard to keep our website 
calendar up to date so that you can always 
check what is coming up in our school.  We 
hope you find this tool useful. Find our website 
at www.gri@sd83.bc.ca . 
 
Volleyball Season is Underway 
We have 20 grade 6/7 boys and girls involved 
in our volleyball program this year.  Ms. Berndt 
has offered to coach the girls team and Mr. 
Abbott will coach the boys.  Each team 
practices twice a week with games against 
other schools once a week. 
Permission forms and schedules will come out 
with the players this week.  The boys’ game 
days are typically Wednesday and the girls’ 
game days are typically Thursday.   
Parent drivers are essential to this program, 
and we encourage parents with children on 
these teams to consider completing the driver’s 
information forms.  These forms can be 
obtained from the school office and need to be 
completed as soon as possible as we have 
games next week.  
 
Interim Reports 
During the week of October 21st to 24th, 
teachers will be providing interim reports to all 
families.  These early assessments focus 
primarily on work habits and positive learning 
attitudes and behavior.  Some early academic 
assessment information may be reported as 
well.  As always, if you have questions about 
your child’s learning or behavior at school, 

please feel most welcome to set up an 
opportunity to connect with the teacher.  Often, 
these conversations happen after school. It may 
be preferable to set up an appointment with the 
teacher to be sure they are available.  Call the 
school and leave a message with our secretary.  
The teacher will then contact you to set up a 
time to meet.   
 
Dress for the weather 
We want to remind our families that as we get 
deeper into fall the weather is significantly 
cooler in the morning.  It is important to dress in 
layers with toques, gloves, a warm jacket, good 
footwear and maybe even long johns.  Students 
are expected to be outside in the morning and 
during playtimes unless the temperature dips 
below -10 degrees Celsius.  It is important to be 
prepared. 
 
Trip to the Pumpkin Patch 
Each year we take all of our students to 
Greencroft Gardens for a farm fieldtrip.  We tour 
the farm, see some of the harvesting 
processes, and then head over to the pumpkin 
patch to collect a pumpkin.  We are planning to 
do this fieldtrip once again this year.  If you 
would like your child to collect a pumpkin for 
home, the cost is $2.00/pumpkin.  We will send 
a permission slip home once the date is set. 
 
Halloween Day 
On October 31st students are permitted to wear 
their costumes to school.  In the afternoon, we 
will have a costume parade.  We will also do 
our month end assembly on this day. The 
parade will begin at 1:15pm with the assembly 
at 1:30pm. 
 
Healthy Eating and Sleeping  
Eating and sleeping well are key ingredients to 
learning.  Ensuring these two aspects of home 
life are encouraged and are important ways 
parents can support their child’s success at 
school.  
Most students are packing healthy lunches in 
containers that can be reused.   Please 
continue to provide good ‘brain” food for your 
child each day.  They will do better.  We ask 
that students do not bring candy or heavily 
sugared foods to school.  This tends to 
dysregulate students.  
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