
      Grindrod Elementary School 
263 Carlin Street, (Box 249), Grindrod, B.C.  V0E 1Y0                                     

Telephone: (250) 838-7579      Fax: (250) 804-7787 

February 5th, 2020
Formal Written Reports  
We are excited to be presenting our formal written 
reports to students and parents on Thursday, 
February 20th.  Students and staff have worked very 
hard to learn new skills and information in many 
subjects.  They have implemented their personal 
action plans to improve in their goal areas as well.  
We have seen amazing growth and sharing with our 
families which is very important to us.  Thank you 
for all the support you’ve provided to our staff over 
this first half of the school year. 
 
Winter Rec. Makes Winter Fun 
The program has been a big success this year and we 
are especially grateful to our PAC who provided 
hundreds of dollars of support to the program.  This 
has allowed us to offer skating and cross-country 
skiing at no charge to families, as well as helping 
with the transportation costs for our downhill skiers.  
The school, with help from the PAC, has funded the 
bussing for these programs.   As well, last year our 
school received a grant of $2000 from the Larch 
Hills Nordic Society and SASCU for the purchase of 
new skis.  The school and PAC added to this so that 
we were able to buy a full class set of skis, poles and 
boots for our students.  We can now outfit almost 
our entire ski group each winter, greatly reducing the 
rental fees we would otherwise pay each year.   This 
is a huge help and we are grateful!   
 
We have one cross-country and downhill day left in 
our program and it is on February 12th. By all 
accounts, our students have enjoyed their Winter 
Rec. experiences so far and have learned new skills 
that enhance their enjoyment of the winter season. 

 

Staff Development on Feb. 21st  
On February 21st, our staff will participate in a 
regional professional development day.   They will 
be out of the school to learn new teaching strategies 
and content to enhance our students’ learning.  Our 
big focus this year is literacy and our staff have 
committed themselves to enhancing their strategies 
and techniques with the instruction of reading and 
writing on most of their Professional Development 
Days this year.   
 
Family Day 
On Monday, February 17th, British Columbia will 
celebrate Family Day.  This means that families can 
enjoy a three-day weekend together.   
 
Pink Shirt Day 
On February 28th we encourage all of our staff 
and students to wear Pink Shirts. From humble 
beginnings, Pink Shirt Day is now a global anti-
bullying movement.  Wearing a pink shirt 
signifies our united effort to eliminate bullying 
from our community.  Although this is a one-day 
event, it is our hope that our community will 
stand up against bullying every day and that our 
students will understand the importance of 
respect, kindness and inclusiveness every day of 
their lives.   Read how Pink Shirt Day began 
below. 
 
The Pink Shirt Day Movement’s Inspiration 

“David Shepherd, Travis Price and their teenage 
friends organized a high-school protest to wear pink 
in sympathy with a Grade 9 boy who was being 
bullied [for wearing a pink shirt]…[They] took a stand 
against bullying when they protested against the 
harassment of a new Grade 9 student by distributing 
pink T-shirts to all the boys in their school. ‘I learned 
that two people can come up with an idea, run with 
it, and it can do wonders,’ says Mr. Price, 17, who 
organized the pink protest. ‘Finally, someone stood 
up for a weaker kid.’ So Mr. Shepherd and some 
other headed off to a discount store and bought 50 
pink tank tops. They sent out message to 
schoolmates that night, and the next morning they 
hauled the shirts to school in a plastic bag. As they 
stood in the foyer handing out the shirts, the bullied 



boy walked in. His face spoke volumes. ‘It looked like 
a huge weight was lifted off his shoulders,’ Mr. Price 
recalled. The bullies were never heard from again.”  
— Globe & Mail 

Basketball Program Update 
Our basketball program is thriving.  We have nearly 
30 students from grades 5-7 participating.    
We feel very fortunate to have four coaches 
involved, with Ms. Berndt and Mr. Abbott coaching 
the girls’ team and Mr. Paré and Mr. Mould 
coaching the boys’ team.  The season runs until 
early March with weekly practices and games.  
Good luck to our teams this season! 
 
District Art Fair in March 
Each year our district hosts a district wide 
elementary art fair.  This annual event has grown 
into one of our largest elementary events.  Grindrod 
School will be displaying pieces of visual art made 
by our children at the art fair once again this year.  
Our students’ work will be on display in Piccadilly 
Mall in Salmon Arm from Friday, February 28th to 
Friday, March 6th.  We hope you and your family 
have the opportunity to drop by the mall to see the 
many amazing art projects that have been completed 
by students from all over the district.   
 
On Wednesday, March 4th, we will be sending 
approximately 15 of our students to Piccadilly Mall 
to participate in art workshops led by art experts 
from around our community.  Students from grade 
5-7 will attend this year.  Consent forms will be sent 
home with selected students.    
 
PAC Update 
Our next PAC meeting will be on Tuesday, February 
11th beginning at 2:15 in the library.  Child minding 
will be available.  We encourage you to join us and 
give us your input, ideas and support.  Our PAC is 
doing great things for our staff and students and 
more support makes their job more manageable.   
 
Soup Days: Thursdays, February 13th and 27th. 
 
Hanging Basket orders due back February 10th  
Delivery day: in May, day tba (in time for 
Mother’s Day) 
 
 
 
 

Unplug and Play 
Reminder to those interested, Unplug and Play 
Participation Forms are due this Friday, Feb. 7th.  
Students who participate in the program and submit 
their forms by Friday will be entered into a district 
prize draw.  Good luck to all those who get 
involved.  

 

Kindergarten Registration 
If you anticipate your pre-school child will be 
entering elementary school in the fall, please 
come in to your neighbourhood school to 
register him/her as soon as possible.  We are 
currently planning staffing and school 
configurations for the next school year and 
having an accurate number of students to work 
with is very helpful. Please bring your child’s 
birth certificate and health card to register.  
 
Ready Set Learn Offered in March 
On March 9th, from 1:00-2:00, Grindrod 
School will host our annual Ready, Set, 
Learn program.   
The Ready, Set, Learn program is a free 
early learning event for families and 
caregivers with children who are 3 to 5 years 
old and not yet attending Kindergarten.  
All families will receive free books and a kit 
of materials and resources to help support 
their child’s early learning experiences.  
Please pre-register for the event at Grindrod 
Elementary by phone: 250-838-7579 or 
email: gri@sd83.bc.ca.  
For more information on the program 
contact Jennifer Findlay at 250-833-2095 or 
jfindlay@sd83.bc.ca. 

See the attached VAPING PRESENTATION 
info.  The presentation is tonight at ALF 
@6:30pm.  Parents and students welcome.   


