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March Highlights 
March was an excited month highlighted by 100s day 
celebrations in our primary classes, a Story Theatre 
cultural presentation, the district art fair, and, in 
sports, the finals of our basketball program.  In April 
we will begin our cross-country running program, host 
our annual “Grindrod’s Got Talent” show and our 
gymnastics program.  Added to this will be a special 
day recognizing the retirement of our wonderful 
secretary, Dorry.  See below for more details. 
 
Ministry Student Learning Survey 
As in past years, we are participating in the B.C. 
Ministry of Education Student Learning Survey.  The 
survey was administered to students in grade 4 and 7 
in early March and forms were sent home to parents of 
our grade 4 and 7 students last week.  Your input is 
very much appreciated and if you are a parent of a 
grade 4 or 7 student, we encourage you to complete 
the anonymous survey.  The survey uses an online 
platform and can be done on a school computer if 
required.  Information on how to access the 
anonymous online survey has been sent to parents but 
if you require a second form and access code please 
contact Mrs. Tessel at the office. 
The feedback provided by parents through this 
process helps guide our growth planning process for 
the coming year.   
 
Dorry Day Assembly  
As you are likely aware, our secretary, Dorry, is 
retiring this Spring.  In fact, her last day will be on 
March 31st.  On this day we are hosting a special 
assembly to recognize Dorry’s 13 years of work in our 
school district.  We welcome all of you to attend this 
farewell assembly at 1pm in Dorry’s honour. 
 
Important Safety Message 
As our student population grows, we need to 
adjust to changing demands on our space and 
procedures.  One area we are finding which 
presents a safety concern is our drop off process 
in the morning and our pick up process in the 
afternoon.  What we are seeing is that when 
students are dropped off or picked up in our 
parking lot area, they need to walk across the 
parking lot or in some cases the roadway to get to  

 
the playground.  Given all the cars coming in and 
out of our parking lot, we feel this presents a 
safety risk. 
Our solution is to have all student drop-offs and 
pick-ups happen at the back fence.  There are two 
access points there for students so they can come 
directly onto the playground without the need to 
walk through the parking lot or road.  Parents 
who need to visit the office or classes can 
certainly park in the parking lot area and come in 
this way.  By reducing the number of cars and 
students in the parking lot, we feel our students 
will be much safer.  Thank you all for your 
support with this change in parking procedure 
beginning on Monday, March 30th.  
 
Welcoming New Staff 
It is a pleasure to welcome three new staff to our team.  
Mr. Herb Latchko is our new .4 LRT, working Tuesdays 
and Thursdays typically.  Mrs. Linda Yawney is taking 
over as our new head secretary on April 1st, and Mrs. 
Dianne Sterling has accepted the role of CEA at our 
school and will continue in her role as a regular staff 
here at Grindrod.  Please join me in welcoming these 
new members of our team. 
 
PAC Update 
The PAC reminds pie purchasers that Laura’s pies will 
be delivered to Grindrod School on Tuesday, March 
31st after school.  It is important that the pies are 
picked up by families on that day as storage space for 
these frozen pies is very limited.   
PAC is hosting two hot lunches soup days in April on 
April 9th and 23rd.  The cost is $2.00 per day.  
The next PAC meeting will be Wednesday, April 8th 
beginning at 12:30 in the Music Room. 
 
Cross Country Running 
We are eager to begin our cross-country running 
program with all classes at our school.  We run both on 
the school ground and in the neighbourhood near the 
school as we prepare for the school, zone and district 
races.  It is important that students come dressed to 
run, particularly with proper footwear.  Racing is 
voluntary but is open to grade 1-7.  Kindergartens can 
participate in the zone and district races if a parent 



accompanies them.  A training and race schedule will 
be sent out in April. 
 
Easter Break 
There is no school on Friday, April 10th and Monday 
April 13th as it is Easter Break.  We hope you all enjoy 
this time with your family. 
 
Internet Safety Presentation  
On April 7th we have invited Mr. Mike Moyer, an ex-
RCMP officer and current regional district Safe 
Community Program presenter, to our school to 
present information to our grade 5/6/7 students on 
safe internet and cell phone use.  With many students 
owning their own computers and cell phones now, we 
feel it is timely and important to share current best 
practice computer and cell phone use with our 
students.  We will encourage our students to share 
what they have learned from 
Mr. Moyer with their families after the workshop. 
 
Grindrod’s Got Talent Show Planned 
Throughout the month of April, interested students 
will be invited to prepare for entry into our annual 
talent show.  With a growing population of 
participants, we will have a high expectation that 
students are well rehearsed and prepared to perform 
their talent.  Times will be allotted for practice in 
several areas of our school each week but we strongly 
encourage students to work on their performances at 
home as well, as space and time are somewhat limited.  
We will have an initial try out in mid-April.  At this 
time, feedback will be provided to the performers.  
Toward the end of April a date will be set for final try 
outs.  The best prepared 12-15ish performances will 
be entered into the Grindrod’s Got Talent show line 
up.  Others may have the opportunity to present in 
their classes.  Over the March break interested 
students are encouraged to connect with their friends 
to begin to plan their performance or simply practice 
and polish their talents.  We look forward to a great 
show on April 30th, our “Grindrod’s Got Talent” Day! 
 
Interim Report Week 
In April, teachers will be preparing and sending home 
an interim report for all children.  This report will 
provide a snapshot on the successes and goal areas for 
each child, as well as a review of their study habits.  
These reports will be sent home during the week of 
April 27 to May 1st.  
 
Gymnastics 
This year, our gymnastics program will take place on 
April 22nd, 23rd and 24th.  Momentum Gymnastics will 

provide the coaching and our PAC is supporting us 
with funding.  This is a program which our students 
look forward to each year, and we are pleased to be 
able to offer it once again. 
 
Family Fun Fair Coming to Grindrod in May 
Once again, our Parent Advisory Council is hosting its 
Spring Carnival event.  This is one of our biggest family 
gatherings and school fundraisers.  There are carnival 
games,  Mr. Richardson’s infamous chicken plop, a 
cake walk, raffle baskets, a silent auctions supported 
by many local businesses, and of course a wonderful 
dinner for your family to enjoy.  We hope you will all 
be able to attend.  This year’s Family Fun Fair is on 
Friday, May 22nd.   If you would like to help in any way 
or support our silent auction with a donation, please 
contact Christine Barbour, our PAC president, at 778-
932-0106.  Thank you to all those who are 
volunteering their time and talents toward making 
this event a success.   
 
Dealing with Illness in Schools 
We want to provide you with some information and 
direction related to student illness during the school 
year.  This information relates to any illness that can 
be passed from one person to another including the 
common cold, the flu or Covid-19.   
To best avoid passing a virus from one person to 
another in the school setting or in the community our 
health officials advise the following: 
1.  Wash your hands with soap and warm water, with 
vigorous and continuous scrubbing for at least 30-45 
seconds. 
2. Sneeze into your elbow rather than into your hand.  
Always turn away from people when you sneeze. 
Please help us to teach and reinforce these health 
practices.   
3. If you or your child is sick, please keep them at 
home.  Children in particular are excellent convers of 
viruses and so should avoid large gatherings, such as 
school, when ill.  
4. At school, we are increasing our cleaning processes 
for all surfaces touched regularly by staff and students.  
These include table tops, door handles, washroom 
counters, flushers and light switch plates to name a 
few.  With your support we can minimize the effects of 
viruses in our community.   
5. This district link has more information related to 
Covid-19: 
https://sd83.bc.ca/2020/03/11/coronavirus-update-3/  


